  The erie echo














 “voice for life”

VOL. XXVI   No. 5                             A bimonthly publication of People for Life, Inc.             September - October 1998

Page 4
                                                      The Erie Echo

 September - October 1998
September - October 1998
       The Erie Echo




    Page 3

Election Day Approaching

Now is the time for pro-life citizens to prepare themselves to be responsible voters on November 3.

It’s not too early to be studying the positions of the candidates who will appear on your ballot this election day, Tuesday, November 3, 1998.  And it’s still not too late to register to vote.

If you have just turned 18 or you will be 18 “on the day of the next ensuing primary or election,” or if you are older but have simply neglected to vote in the past, now is the time to act.

It is VERY easy to register to vote.  Simply obtain a voter registration form from your local post office, or any post office within your county of residence.  The form will be preprinted with the address of your county’s Voter Registration Office.  You will need to answer 18 very basic questions, sign the form three times, and drop it in the mail; you won’t even need a stamp.  That’s it!  But hurry; the last day for Pennsylvania residents to register for the fall election is October 5.

After registration comes the hard part.  You should make every effort to understand the positions and past records of each of the candidates, particularly with respect to the most critical issues and those issues which define the candidate as a human being -- those issues which reveal his or her true system of values and philosophy of life.  No current issues are more significant in this respect than the human life 
issues.  These include the questions of legal abortion, infanticide, assisted suicide, and other forms of euthanasia. 

The more you know about the candidate’s positions, the better.  After you’ve educated yourself, you will be in a good position to help educate other like minded citizens.  However, if you are still in doubt as election day approaches, a pro-life voter’s guide, such as the one published by the PA Pro-Life Federation’s Political Action Committee, could be a lifesaver (in more ways than one)!

If you expect to be out of town on Election Day, you must apply for an absentee ballot by October 27.  Again the process could not be easier.  Applications for an absentee ballot, also, are available at your local post office.  Fill one out and mail; the process is much like the one for voter registration, as outlined above.

If you are not a regular voter, please consider that we are all creatures of habit.  The first few efforts to get to the polls might be difficult, but eventually, voting will become second nature to you.  With children’s lives at stake, what better incentive could there possibly be to cultivate the voting habit?

Finally, please consider a verse from the Old Testament Book of Proverbs which reads, “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn. (KJV)” Like it or not, as U.S. citizens, the authority is ours.  Whether that authority is exercised in righteousness or ceded to the wicked depends largely on who goes to the polls and who stays home each Election Day.

( ( (

Partial-birth abortion continues: Clinton’s veto sustained

On Friday, September 18, the U.S. Senate once again failed by three votes to override Clinton's veto of legislation that would have stopped a “controversial” form of infanticide termed “partial-birth abortion” by the Congress of the United States in its official documents.  The vote was 64-36; a two-thirds majority of 67 was needed to override Clinton’s veto.  All senators voted exactly the same as they did in May of 1997, when the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act was initially approved by the Senate.

Doug Johnson, legislative director of National Right to Life commented, “It is appalling that 36 senators voted to allow babies to be delivered alive, feet first up to their heads, before being killed,” adding, “Millions of Americans will remember this vote when they go to the polls in November.”  Clinton, of course, maintains that interrupting the two day procedure to plunge a pair of scissors into the baby's skull, just before completing a delivery, (rather than completing a normal premature delivery) can be beneficial to the health and future fertility of its mother.  Hundreds of medical authorities, however, including the former U.S. surgeon general, Dr. C. Everett Koop, flatly disagree.

Thirteen democrats and 51 republicans voted to override Clinton’s veto.

Life Chain

The Greater Erie Life Chain will take place on Sunday, October, 4 from 2:30 to 4:00 PM.

Branching out from the intersection of Peach & West 38th Streets in Erie, the Life Chain will extend east and west along 38th St., north on Peach to the vicinity of Marsh St., and south on Peach to the vicinity of St. George Church.  There are no designated places to stand, but participants are asked to please space themselves evenly, stretching out their ranks to avoid gaps in the chain.        continued on page 4
Peg Luksik challenges
Tom Ridge, Ivan Itkan

Peg Luksik needed 24,390 signatures to qualify as a candidate for Pennsylvania governor.  When she filed her nomination papers on July 31, she had signatures totaling nearly 77,000.

The pro-life mother of six is challenging the major party gubernatorial candidates Tom Ridge and Ivan Itkan.  Both Ridge and Itkan are pro-abortion.

It is widely recognized that Ridge has presidential aspirations.  He is being watched as a possible year 2000 vice-presidential pick.  Political commentators are saying that an important key to Ridge’s future ambitions is a
continued on page 7

News Sampler

Morning After Pill  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on September 2 authorized the marketing of pills, containing the female hormones estrogen and progestin, to be used for “preventing pregnancy” (but not necessarily conception) when taken up to three days after intercourse.  The pills are said to reduce the chance of pregnancy by 75%.  Victims of rape often receive substantially the same kind of treatment if they seek medical assistance.

Standard oral contraceptives also contain estrogen and progestin (in much smaller amounts) and function in much the same ways.  Three known mechanisms are involved.  Ovulation, the release of an egg, is prevented (temporary sterility), or fertilization is inhibited (contraception), or nidation is prevented because of hardening of the endometrium, the lining of the uterus (an abortifacient mechanism).

While the FDA approval was extensively covered by the media, only a fraction of the reports mentioned the abortifacient effect.  If the morning after pills are ingested before ovulation, research indicates that ovulation is almost certainly prevented, due to the powerful effect of the relatively large amounts of estrogen and progestin.  If, however, the treatment is administered after ovulation has occurred, and fertilization also occurs, the already growing human being(s) (blastocyst stage) will be prevented from attaching to the lining of the mother’s uterus (nidation) about ten days after conception.

Because of the potential for estrogen - progestin medications to operate as abortifacients, the National Right to Life Committee, which expressly avoids taking a position on contraception per se, strongly advises any woman who is considering such a treatment to consult with a trusted pro-life physician in order to determine if the medication would be abortifacient in her particular situation. 

Just the Facts  Each Sunday in Lincoln, Nebraska, the pro-life group Rescue the Heartland demonstrates in front of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, where Dr. Winston Crabb, an abortionist, serves as a Church Elder.  The Lincoln Interfaith Council recently responded with a demonstration of its own.  It was lead by the Rev. Lauren Ekdahl, pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church, who condemned the pro-life demonstrations, invoking the “freedom of religion” and saying this is no way to handle “theological differences.”  Larry Donlan, leader of the pro-life group, responded saying churches that “want to stand in solidarity with child-killing… should fear God.”  Some hope a law banning free speech within 100 feet of all churches in Lincoln will stop the pro-life demonstrators, but the city attorney calls that approach unconstitutional, and the mayor says he would veto any such law.  Ross Tyler, pastor of Vine Congregational Church, accuses the demonstrators (no -- not the abortionist) of child abuse.  The chancellor of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lincoln, Monsignor Timothy Thorburn was not so unequivocal: “I think it would be appropriate to picket at a church if there was an issue someone felt the need to express their speech on.” (emphasis added) R.C. Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz has taken no official position on the issue…

Three strikes and he’s out  Dr. John Biskind, the Arizona abortionist who stopped just short of completing the partial-birth abortion of a full-term (37 week) baby will not be “practicing his profession” next door in Ohio, after all.  Biskind is still under criminal investigation in connection with two other incidents, one in 1995 and one last April, in which his patients bled to death after their abortions.  Biskind cut a deal with the Arizona Board of Medicine under which he voluntarily surrendered his Arizona medical license on August 20.  It was then feared that Biskind would return to continue his practice in Ohio, where he was also licensed to practice medicine.  On September 9, however, the State Medical Board of Ohio adopted an agreement with the abortionist which permanently bars the man from practicing “medicine or surgery in any form in Ohio.”

A House Divided  Nurses in South Africa are being warned by Marie Stopes, a Planned Parenthood type organization, that they could face legal action for refusing to make referrals for abortion or for handing out information about abortion alternatives to women seeking abortion.  South African law provides fines and up to 10 years in prison for denying a woman an abortion or information about abortion.

No Nonsense  The Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod on July 16 affirmed its long standing opposition to abortion by voice acclamation at the Church’s 60th Regular Convention.  The Synod also condemned the harvesting of tissues from aborted babies and urged its congregations to support “lawful pro-life activities and pro-life organizations.”
Physician Survey  The August 12 issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association reported a recent study dealing with physician-assisted suicide (PAS) and euthanasia.  A total of 355 American cancer specialists were interviewed.  Thirty-eight of the physicians admitted having participated in clear cases of PAS or direct euthanasia.  Nearly a quarter of these said they now regret having done so.  In 15.3% of the cases, the patients’ families made the decision to proceed with euthanasia.  The patients themselves were not consulted.

Baby found along Turnpike  A newborn baby girl was found along the Pennsylvania Turnpike in Allegheny County on September, 14.  The six pound baby was “at most a few hours old.”  She was transported with umbilical cord still attached to Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh, where she was listed in serious condition.  One of the first motorists to notice the child later reported:  “There was no diaper, no clothes at all. It was just lying there on the side of the road and had a big bruise on the head and scratches there.  It looked like it had been thrown from a vehicle.”

--For the Record-- 

from page 3

everything come out?’  ‘Yes, we took everything out.’  -- Jeff Hooten, “The Only Way to Stop Me Now is to Kill Me,” Focus on the Family Citizen, August 1998, describing abortion kingpin Eric Harrah's LAST abortion
Men!   Fathers!  “You see how drunkenness leads to [adultery] and adultery to murder; or rather to something even worse than murder.... Why then dost thou abuse the gift of God... and make the chamber of procreation a chamber for murder, and arm the woman... unto slaughter? For even if the daring deed be hers, yet the causing of it is thine.... many that have wives, also.”  -- John Chrysostom, the “golden tongue” Christian preacher of the early fifth century, discussing abortion

Central Propositions  “[The abortion and euthanasia] questions draw us back to the central propositions that establish the American constitutional order: that there is an order of rights antecedent to the state and that government is bound, as a condition of its legitimacy, to secure those rights against the predations of those who would deny or abolish them.”  -- Michael M. Uhlmann, Senior Fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center and Professor of Government in the Washington Program of Claremont McKenna College
The Attack  “When many organs of the press adopt the same line of conduct, their influence in the long run becomes irresistible, and public opinion, perpetually assailed from the same side, eventually yields to the attack.... the power of the periodical press is second only to that of the people.”  -- Alexis de Toqueville  Democracy in America, Vol. I, 1833

 “Abortion is not just . . .

          a woman thing . . . 

                  a religious thing . . . 

                          a political thing . . .

IT'S A HUMAN THING!

Abortion is about the destruction of innocent, unborn, human babies.  Nothing else.”  -- The Right to Life Committee of New Mexico, Albuquerque
Who will choose?  “I think a lot of people are persuaded by the civil liberties cloak that has falsely been placed around this issue.  But the reality is quite the opposite.  Euthanasia is not a ‘choice’ issue at all.  Rather, choices to die would be made by others for people who are powerless and who are weak, whose right to live would be taken out of their own hands.”
-- Matthew Rothschild, editor of Progressive magazine

--For the Record--

Dear People for Life:  “We are amazed that you write nothing much about Gov. Ridge’s pro-abort stance.  Instead of naming an airport for him -- why not an abortion clinic?”  -- Anonymous  Dear Anonymous, sorry, but the full page that was devoted to Gov. Ridge’s pro-abortion record in the last issue of the Erie Echo will have to suffice for the time being.  Good idea about the abortion clinic, though!  -- the editor.
Morality and Economics  “Ronald Reagan rightly recognized that if you don’t have a strong moral foundation, you are not going to have real progress in this country for very long, because they go hand-in-hand.”  -- Steve Forbes Commenting on his being identified with economic issues in “A Conversation with Steve Forbes,”  Human Life Review, Fall 1997

Your Daughter -- Pregnant?  “And under 18 years?  What does she think of you, her parents?  Should she tell you?  Sadly, few girls want to.  They think you’ll explode, condemn, reject, feel ashamed.  She doesn’t want to hurt you.  But she is alone, frightened, defiant, worried.  Yes, but still a young girl who desperately needs your love and help.”  -- Jack Willke, M.D.,  Abortion: Questions and Answers
All taint of opposition  “It is no longer enough that abortionists should be able to ply their trade as if they were just another convenience store.  Now the rest of us must keep quiet about it.  Just as it was not enough in an earlier century for the slave trade to continue; anti-slavery agitation had to be suppressed.”  -- Paul Greenberg, editorial page editor of the Little Rock Democrat-Gazette, May 1, 1998, commenting on the National Organization of Women’s successfully equating the pro-life movement with organized crime in NOW vs. Scheidler
All one issue  “The power of the abortion right to influence opinion about assisted suicide, and soon, euthanasia, arises from the fact that by now we have all come to realize, despite the philosophical fog the pro-abortionists throw up, that abortions destroy human lives for the convenience of others.”  -- Robert H. Bork, John M. Olin Scholar in Legal Studies, American Enterprise Institute, “Killing for Convenience: Abortion, Assisted Suicide, and Euthanasia,” Slouching Towards Gomorrah  Robert Bork has also served as Alexander M. Bickel Professor of Public Law at Yale Law School, U.S. Solicitor General, Acting U.S. Attorney General, and a U.S. Court of Appeals judge.
An Apology  (State College, Pennsylvania - November 1, 1997)  “When it was over the room was a mess.  It looked like someone had been killed.  And there laid out on the surgical tray was a human puzzle, arms, legs, a torso with....  Eric took the remains, rinsed them and put them in a container.  He cried the whole time.  Then Eric did something else he’d never done before.  He apologized.  To the baby.  The patient’s boyfriend... asked, ‘Did you get it all, I mean, did 

continued on page 2


An Abraham Moment

Excerpts from a speech by Ambassador Alan Keyes

On my radio program the other day I was reading from a book of poetry called The Parched Soul of America: A Poet’s View of our National Decay.  It is by a lady named Leslie Kay Hedger, and it contains some powerful words about America’s condition.  She describes something that is happening in America today, and then draws -- with a sure touch -- the moral and spiritual truth of these deeds of ours.  It is a moving, even disturbing book.  How disturbing?  Well, when I shared it with my radio audience, they turned more and more to the question, ‘will America survive?’

“. . . God, in his nursery in heaven, rocking the cradle of aborted babies, as He commands His angels to dance on the grave of America.”

Of course, I don’t mean by that question ‘will the buildings still be here?’  Because I think we’ve gone through that period -- whether we were all going to go up in nuclear smoke.  It was a great fear and a real one.  And, of course, we can’t say that fear doesn’t, in any way, lie over us.  But right now, with that shadow a little bit lifted, folks have begun to look around, and they’ve realized that if we are faced in America today with a threat to our integrity and to the future of this nation, it’s not a threat that is going to fall on us in the form of nuclear bombs.  It is rather a threat that is coming into being because of what is happening to our hearts and our souls….

At the end of one of these poems, the poet conjured up an image that I thought was so devastating that anyone who read it ought to be stopped in his tracks -- to be turned around.  It was the image of God, in his nursery in heaven, rocking the cradle of aborted babies, as He commands His angels to dance on the grave of America.

How I wish I could say that it did not strike me with a word of truth!  But as God is a God of judgement, so also He is a God of love and a God of mercy, and He will give us a chance... and a second chance and a third chance, as Abraham discovered.  I figure that we must be in an Abraham moment right now in America.  Because I certainly hope there is an Abraham somewhere speaking to God and asking ‘if I find just fifty, will you spare them?’….

But in order to understand clearly why this has real relevance outside of the communion that we share as Christians, we need to turn back to some truths about America’s history, truths that seem always to be forgotten.  The foundation is all-important!  And this is why -- in the course of the efforts I am making these days in the political arena -- I feel continually impelled to return to our beginnings -- to return continually and call people’s attention to the great words and great truths that were spoken at the beginning.  This is not surprising, because every now and again in American history we come to that moment when, in order to go forward, we have first to reach back and to pull once again before our eyes that which gives us a sense of the mission for which we as a people are to be held accountable….

…an aristocrat had unalienable lands that attached to the title, not to the person.  So we have unalienable rights that attach to our God-given nature, and not to our weak and fragile self.

I think we can understand that, especially those of us who take seriously the Biblical tradition that God is more than willing to offer help, but that His help is not always a free good….

And our Founders did understand it, because that commitment to God at the end of the Declaration of Independence was a consequence of the recognition and respect for the authority of God with which the Declaration begins….

They have been hiding the Declaration from our children now for a couple of decades, and do you know why?  Because the Declaration is a very embarrassing document.  Right there at the beginning it says ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident.’  Now, what does this tell you in a world where they say there is no truth, the truth is relative?  How can you have a self-evident truth when all truth depends on circumstances?  No, you just can’t.  So they hide it.

‘We hold these truths to be self-evident.  That all men are created equal….’

Now I want to know how it can be that our children should understand the source of their freedom, their dignity, their human rights as stated in that great Declaration, and yet we should be told that they cannot even be taught the meaning of Creation in their classrooms today.  But more, how can it be that this separation of church and state should imply the banishment of God from country, when right there at the very wellspring of our national conscience and our sense of justice, it is made clear ‘that they are endowed by their CREATOR….’     continued on page 5

Magnetic Bumper Stickers

Your favorite pro-life bumper stickers are now available with a magnetic backing.  These stickers allow for very easy attachment to, and removal from, any steel surface including most automobile body sections such as trunk lids and hatchbacks.  Stickers with a variety of pro-life messages can be displayed on a rotating basis with very little extra effort!  Check with the PFL office for more information or to place your order.

March for Life Student Contests

The theme of the March for Life’s 1999 student essay, poetry, and poster contests is, “What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  Nellie Gray and the directors of the March for Life have chosen these words of Jesus Christ as an admonishment to those men and women who profess a personal conviction about the sanctity of human life, and yet go on to compromise and cooperate with those who would destroy the very foundations of our nation’s respect for that sanctity.  This year’s theme reminds us that friendship with the Death Culture is far too high a price for anyone to pay for either financial prosperity or political power.

The contest has two divisions, junior high (grades 6-8) and high school (grades 9-12).  A winner and a runner-up from each age group will be chosen in each of the three contest categories.  Each winner (6 total) will receive $100.  One special “first prize” winner will be selected from among all the junior high contestants, and one will be selected from among all the high school contestants.  Both of the first prize winners will receive (1) a trip for themselves and one parent to the March for Life in Washington, DC; (2) certificates awarded at the annual Rose Dinner; and (3) $500 to be donated to the pro-life charitable organization of the student’s choice.  All entries will be published in the 1999 March for Life Annual Report.

All entries must postmarked first class no later than November 2, 1998.  Interested students and teachers are urged to contact People for Life for all the details.

New PFL Banner

People for Life has acquired a beautiful new banner to display at the fairs and other such educational occasions, and to identify our organization when People for Life participates in public activities such as the March for Life in Washington, DC.  The banner, 8 feet by 2 feet, was obtained at a super low price from Signs by Renee of Saegertown.  It features a white background, a red rose, and the words (in dark green with lime green shadows):

People for Life

Erie, Pennsylvania

Recognition

People for Life is pleased to be listed in the “Pro-Life Activist’s Directory” published by Joe Scheidler’s nationally recognized Pro-Life Action League of Chicago.  PFL is one of only 5 Pennsylvania pro-life organizations to be included in the directory.

“Women’s Issues”

When the mainstream media talk about a politician being “good on women’s issues,” they usually mean that he or she is a pro-abort.  How ironic this is, because polls have consistently shown for years that women oppose abortion in greater numbers than men.

The petitions to stop partial-birth abortion and the lists of new subscribers to the Erie Echo newsletter collected at this year’s Wattsburg and Waterford Fairs lavishly confirm what the polls -- not the media -- have been telling us.  In a random sample of 90 people who signed up to receive the Erie Echo, 73 were females; only 17, or 23.2%, were males.  Out of a sample of 225 people who signed the petition to stop partial-birth abortion, 163 were females, and 62 or 27.5%, were males.  While these statistics might be helpful for refuting the media’s cliches about “women’s issues,” they also suggest that we need to work harder than ever on the pro-life education of the American male!

PPLF Essay Contest

The PA Pro-Life Federation is sponsoring an essay contest for Pennsylvania students.  Competition will take place on two levels, junior high (grades 7-8) and senior high (grades 9-12).  First, second, and third place winners will be chosen from each level and awarded prizes of $100, $75, and $50 respectively.

The essay topics are abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.  Winning entries will be well-researched, original, persuasive, of course, pro-life.

Entries must be postmarked no later that Saturday, December 12, 1998.  For more information and the complete contest rules, please contact People for Life at 814-459-1333 or the Pro-Life Federation at 717-541-0034.

March for Life Planning

The annual March for Life will take place in Washington, DC on Friday, January 22, 1999. People for Life will once again be chartering bus transportation to this very special event.  PFL is always pleased to work with teachers, pastors, youth group leaders, and others who would like to organize group participation in the bus trip.  Student fundraising projects to help cover the costs involved (which are minimal) will need to be organized soon.  Please contact Tim Broderick through the PFL Office or by calling 814-587-2873 if you would like more information.

Life Chain      from page 1
Life Chain information centers will be located at the St. George Church parking lot, Peach & Miller, Peach & Marsh, West 38th & Liberty, and on West 38th near the Faith Bible Book Store.  Signs to hold during Life Chain may be obtained from the information centers for a donation of $1.00 per sign or $3.00 for an entire family.  Very attractive Life Chain commemorative buttons will also be on sale.  The buttons feature the little baby footprints that have become a sort of trademark of the Greater Erie Life Chain over the past few years.

WCTL Radio will be on location and  broadcasting live, so participants are encouraged to being along portable radios.

For more information, you may call a Life Chain coordinator, John Dombrowski at 814-476-1927, or John Bliley at 814-864-9563.

Thank you, and you…
and ALL the wonderful people who faithfully contribute their time and energies to the PFL Fair Booth Educational Exhibits!!!

An Abraham Moment       from page 3
‘They are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights.’  Now I pause on that ‘unalienable.’  We always gloss over it; as a matter of fact we gloss over it to such an extent that people hardly even know what it means anymore….  ‘Unalienable’ meant that you can’t refuse this gift.  That is what it means.  It’s a gift, an offer, that you cannot refuse, because the rights with which your God has endowed you are rights that you do not have the choice to surrender, to destroy, to despise, to corrupt.  It is said in exactly the same sense that an aristocrat had unalienable lands that attached to the title, not to the person.  So we have unalienable rights that attach to our God-given nature, and not to our weak and fragile self.  We can’t even give them up.
…while our great Declaration is indeed a charter of liberty, it is also a statement of the Authority on which our claims to freedom and dignity rest.

I try to explain this on the radio sometimes, when people come up with this idea of the ‘right to suicide.’  If you think through that word ‘unalienable,’ it shows how ridiculous we have become, how shallow in our understanding of the sources of our freedom.  How could you have a right to take your life when you have no right in the first place to surrender your life, because that right is unalienable?  It can’t be done.  You can’t claim the right to destroy that which you have no right to give away in the first place.  We just don’t think about these words.

But if you do, you will realize that while our great Declaration is indeed a charter of liberty, it is also a statement of the Authority on which our claims to freedom and dignity rest.  I believe the smallest child amongst us could understand the consequence there.  If this Authority is the ground on which we stand, if this Authority is that which grounds our freedom and gives it a firm foundation, then if you use your freedom in such a way as to contravene and deny this Authority, do you not cut the ground out from under your claim to rights, to freedom, to dignity?  We cannot deny the Authority of God, lest we deny the source of that which guarantees our freedom in the eyes of men.

“Mother Teresa, a few years ago, filed a brief before the Supreme Court of the United States….  She went back to our own founding documents, to the Declaration of Independence, and she said to the Court,  America!  You are based on a promise, and that promise is the promise of equal rights for all -- the idea that we all share in the equality and dignity that is proper to us as human beings.  And this is being denied to the unborn.”  -- Dr. Robert P. George, professor of political science, Princeton University
And that is exactly what is going wrong today.  In abortion and so many other areas, we are starting to stand up and act like we are our own authority and don’t have to pay any attention to God.  ‘God, creative God, what’s that got to do with me?  I’m God now, and I shall choose who is human and who is not.  I shall be the one who decides where the line is drawn between those whose rights can be respected and those who, at any moment, in my whim and will, can be destroyed.  And so I will reach into the womb and I will rip out the innocent, God-protected life of the unborn, and I will cast it from this world in the name of my ambition and my convenience and my career; I stand up and claim this as my choice.’

But if it is your choice, then it is the end of your right to choose.  If it is your choice so to contravene the Authority on which all choice must rest, then with that choice, your freedom ends, and with that life, your life is forfeit too.

So the Declaration offers us a ground for freedom, but not if we reject that Authority from which this freedom comes.  In that sense, though, when we turn to those first principles, it is not only a reminder of our need to respect the Authority of God, it’s also a reminder that whatever has occurred in the course of American history must have been part of His plan….

But I can tell you as well, that there would have been no struggle for justice, there would have been no Civil War, no Emancipation, there would have been no forward progress toward a better life for those enslaved, if we had not had emblazoned at the beginning that which calls this nation to respect the will of God and acknowledge His authority.

At every juncture, at every time, when we were called upon to face injustice, the people who successfully rallied the conscience of America didn’t do it because they were rich and powerful, and everybody thought they would win.  They did it because they were called by God to call this nation back to those principles which bind us to His will.  To call this nation to eradicate from amongst us those things which contravene His authority and His grant of dignity to each and every one of us, from slaves then toiling in the fields to children now lying sleeping in the womb.  It does not matter the time, it does not matter the color -- ALL are entitled to the same respect for their human dignity.  Not out of the goodness of our human hearts, but out of the goodness of God’s mighty will.  That is the conscience of America.  And I think that it behooves us now, as we face the disintegration that is resulting from the loss of that conscience, to call this nation in every way we can back to those principles which bind us to God’s authority….
Man’s Inhumanity  “If the doctor does it correctly, the injection will be done through the mother's belly right into the baby’s brain and the child will die.  If the doctor misses, the child may still be alive when he is born, but as soon as he cries, the doctor will give it another injection and the child will die.”  -- Chinese defector and former “birth control officer” Kiao Duan Gao, from an interview with ABC’s Ted Koppel  (Earth Times News Service)

No Joke  “They’re closer to Nazis than they think they are.  Orthodox Jews are not different than the right-wing Christian nuts.  If you’re a religious nut, you’re a religious nut.”  -- Jeffrey Fieger, Democratic Party nominee for governor of Michigan and attorney for Jack Kevorkian

Defiance  “Who could vote against this [partial birth abortion ban] bill after the procedure has been described in such horrific terms?  I can.”  -- Pennsylvania Congressman James C. Greenwood


GOP vs. Terry    from page 4
The attack ads feature a clip from a 1993 sermon in which Terry actually says, “I want you to just let a wave of intolerance wash over you.  Let some hate wash over you.  Yes, hatred is good.”  A narrator’s voice follows immediately with the words, “He meant it.”
The Binghamton Press suggests otherwise, observing that when Terry’s statement is seen in its original context, it is clear that Terry is using satire to illustrate a legitimate point.  And when Terry says “let a wave of intolerance wash over you,” the audience breaks out into laughter.  Says Terry, “I’ve used that joke 100 times if I’ve used it once, and I’ve always used it in the context of hating injustice, not people....  In fact, the Bible tells us to hate injustice.”

Undeterred by the exposure of the ad’s gross distortions, Broome County Republican Committee Chairman Joseph Laughney persisted with the party line: “The real question is, did he make those statements?” 

“They’re putting on the ugliest face for the Republican Party,” commented Douglas Walter Drazen.  “Why would anyone on Earth vote for the Republican Party?  Voters will say this is a stinking cesspool.”  Drazen is NOT a Randall Terry supporter.  He is one Terry opponents in the race for the 26th District congressional seat!

Of course, the Republican Leadership Council is not the Republican National Committee.  So, who are they?  Among those on the Republican Leadership Council’s advisory board are New York Gov. George Pataki, U.S. Senator Alfonse D’Amato, New Jersey Gov. Christine Todd Whitman, California Gov. Pete Wilson, Massachusetts Gov. William Weld, Connecticut Gov. John Rowland, Michigan Gov. John Engler, and New York Rep. Bill Paxton.

Classmates

By Marian Banducci

Her love for him was new and bright
Like the stars that shine on a summer night;
His love for her was a burning fire
Of untamed thoughts and false desire.

They sat in the classroom side by side
As their love progressed like the moving tide;
The glances and touches that he stole
Inflamed her and bought her - heart and soul.

"Meet me" he told her, "sweet" one day;
There's an old oak tree just a mile away;
"I love you," he whispered in her ear;
"Meet me - you know you've nothing to fear."

So they met in the cloister of a park;
In the old oak tree sang a meadowlark;
As passion ruled like a despot king
And innocence died with the end of spring.

They sat in the classroom side by side
As her lips found the words that she feared to confide;
Like the cold north wind of an Arctic blast
Were the words from her lover of the past.

"You'll find no help from me," he said;
"Abort the kid - he's better off dead;"
And the tears that rolled down on her face
Were the death knell to their last embrace.

They sit in the classroom side by side
And weeks have passed since the child died;
Winter has come and their love once free
Is as dead as the leaves on the old oak tree.

Marion Banducci, of Modesto, California, is the editor of the Voice for the Unborn newsletter.  Each newsletter includes fascinating accounts of Marion’s primary pro-life activity, bringing the pro-life message to students from junior high through college.  Her “classrooms” are the streets and public sidewalks near the schools of central California, where she distributes pro-life literature and engages students in discussions about abortion and premarital sex.

Marion has been about this business for many years.  She has weathered innumerable incidents of harassment from the police, school security personnel, and school administrative officials.  When thus confronted, Marion stands her ground, asserting her First Amendment rights.  Invariably, the intimidation subsides and Marion continues fearlessly with her life saving work.

Marion’s story is a classic example of how everyday people can accomplish great things for the pro-life cause with very little more than, determination, humility, and a genuine willingness to serve.

Marion’s poem is reprinted here with her permission.


Judge orders State College abortion mill to clear out

State College Medical Services, the abortion mill mentioned frequently in previous issues of the Erie Echo and on the PFL web site, has killed roughly 750 individuals during its first full year of operation.  The abortion facility first opened its doors on September 18, 1997.  The one year anniversary was marked by an on-site candlelight prayer vigil attended by about 80 people. As this issue of the Erie Echo goes to the printer, there is great hope that the facility will never see its second anniversary.

Centre County President Judge Charles C. Brown Jr. recently ruled in favor of the mill’s corporate landlord, which has been trying to evict the abortionists almost since the day they opened for business.  The premises are to be vacated by September 23.  An appeal is still possible, however.

Sleazy operation

That the abortion mill actually weathered its first year is seen by many as a remarkable thing.

The State College community soon discovered that the president of the company which operates the mill previously had his New Jersey, New York, and Florida medical licenses revoked because of charges of abortion related medical malpractice.  His Pennsylvania license had been voluntarily surrendered, as well.

The community also learned that the mill’s administrator had previously been fined $43,000 for illegally disposing of aborted babies in two of his New Jersey facilities by using garbage disposals.

On the day the mill opened for business, State College residents, joined by students and faculty from Penn State University, turned out for a massive show of opposition to the mill's presence in their community. Estimates of the crowd size ranged from 1000 to 2700 people.

In the mill’s second month of killing, it was discovered that one of its part-time abortionists had previously been disciplined for having sex with a patient and for indiscriminately prescribing anabolic steroids.  In November, the abortionist had his medical license pulled by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for violating the terms of a two year probationary period.

March, 1998 found the mill’s president / proprietor free on $50,000 bond, awaiting sentencing for insurance fraud and tax evasion.  The Centre County Times reports that time in a New York jail cell for the decertified abortionist remains a possibility.

An amazing conversion
Despite all this, the most amazing development surrounding State College Medical Services is the story of Eric Harrah.  On the first of November, Harrah resigned and took up temporary residence at the

continued on page 7

Peg Luksik       from page 1

big win, with at least 55% of the vote, in his bid for a second term as governor.  Luksik’s presence in the contest could present Ridge with a serious problem in this regard.

Thus, even if she falls short of victory in this her third run for the office of governor, a strong showing by Luksik could actually reduce the risk of another pro-abortion governor moving into the White House in the years ahead.

Luksik, a former teacher, is the founder of Mom’s House, a multi-state network of facilities that provide day care and other help for single moms.  In her first attempt to become Pennsylvania’s governor, she narrowly lost the 1990 republican nomination to Barbara Hafer. 


Running as an independent in 1994, she received national attention, garnering a respectable 13% of the vote in the three way race.

State College         from page 6

State College Assembly of God parsonage.

“Abortion kingpin” is the term used by Focus on the Family’s Citizen Magazine to describe Harrah before his religious conversion.  Harrah helped open dozens of abortion clinics on the East Coast.  According to his own assessment, clinics he personally operated were responsible for thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands of abortions.  And, as many State College residents can attest, Harrah relished his self-styled role as


a scourge of the pro-life movement, harassing and intimidating pro-life advocates at every opportunity.  His pro-abortion zeal even earned him an invitation to Clinton’s inauguration ceremonies.

All this considered, Harrah’s change of attitude was a shocker.  The former “Kingpin” is now a highly sought after speaker at pro-life gatherings.  He has also been the subject of feature articles in Focus on the Family’s Citizen, and Dr. Jack Willke’s Life Issues Institute Connector newsletter.

While the fate of State College Medical Services remains uncertain at this time, we can hope that the next Erie Echo will announce that the facility no longer exists.
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PFL
People for Life, Inc. is an all-volunteer, non-profit, citizen’s  organization committed to the intrinsic value of human life.  People for Life is dedicated to advancing true justice by working for the protection of all innocent human life, whatever the age, race, sex, physical condition, economic status, or place of residence (including the womb).  People  for Life  encourages  local  involvement  through 

education, political awareness, and the promotion of loving alternatives to the primitive and violent “solutions” of abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia.  Together, we can create a society in which all human lives are held sacred.

The Erie Echo is published bimonthly in Erie by People for Life.
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GOP v. Randall Terry


“Some of the most prominent Republicans in the nation have launched an aggressive attack on congressional candidate Randall Terry, calling him intolerant, hateful and extremist,” according to Michael Stoll of the Binghamton Press, Binghamton, New York.  Randall Terry, an ordained minister and the founder of Operation Rescue, is the pro-life candidate in New York’s 26th  District republican congressional primary.


On August 25, the Republican Leadership Council began running TV ads in Binghamton accusing Terry of preaching hate and intolerance.  This attack comes just a few months after the Republican Party, in the name of party unity and the “big tent,” opted to finance the campaigns of men and women who support partial-birth abortion.                             cont. on page 5


Ridge diverts $9 MILLION�to Planned Parenthood


Tom Ridge has transferred nine million dollars of state money to Planned Parenthood since becoming governor of Pennsylvania.  Commonly described as the nation’s largest abortion provider, Planned Parenthood is also notorious for its fierce opposition to any and all efforts to enact even the most minimal abortion regulations or restrictions -- here in Pennsylvania, and around the world.


GOP v. Peter Fitzgerald


Pro-partial-birth abortion U.S. Senator Carol Moseley-Braun, 51, of Illinois is facing a very formidable challenge in her current bid for reelection.  Her GOP challenger is pro-life Peter Fitzgerald, age 37.  However, according to syndicated columnist George Will, “Fitzgerald has to heal a Republican Party divided by the primary fight in which Gov. Jim Edgar and most of the Republican establishment, with the help of Bob Dole, supported Fitzgerald’s opponent, Loleta Didrickson, the state comptroller, who is pro-choice.”











Individual $10 ___		Family $20 ___		Student $5.00 ___		Senior Citizen $5.00 ___


Group $25 ___ 		Patron $50 ___		Benefactor $100 ___





1625 West 26th St.�P.O. Box 1126�Erie, PA  16512�814.459.1333 (phone / fax)�pfl@toolcity.net  (e-mail)





Volunteer opportunities:  Newsletter Assembly ___	Fair Booths ___	January Activities Committee ___


Office / Resource Center Staff ___		Mother’s Day Carnation Project ___		Literature Distribution ___


“I have a special expertise or interest.” (please call us) ___	“Call me when you need an extra hand.” ___





“The euphemism Tiller uses to describe the actual killing of ‘disabled’ children is ‘premature delivery of a stillborn.’  Of course, the baby is ‘born still’ because Tiller has injected his heart with a lethal dose of digoxin.”  


From “Wave of the Future” by Gregg L. Cunningham
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